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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4 and 8-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Miura et al. (US Pub. No. 2004/0013398). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

3. Consider claim 1 . Miura et al. teaches a reproducing apparatus comprising: 
reproducing means for reproducing video data and audio data; viewpoint detecting 
means for detecting a viewpoint of a user; discriminating means for discriminating a 
degree of an interest of said user in the video data and the audio data which are 
reproduced from detection information obtained by said viewpoint detecting means; and 
control means for changing reproducing characteristics of at least either of said video 



Application/Control Number: 10/512,084 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2621 

data and said audio data on the basis of a discrimination result obtained from said 
discriminating means (paras. 0086-0087 and 0092-0094). 

4. Consider claim 2. Miura et al. teaches a reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 1 , wherein said viewpoint detecting means is means for detecting a target of the 
viewpoint (para. 0087). 

5. Consider claim 3. Miura et al. teaches a reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 2, wherein said target of the viewpoint is a display on which said video data is 
displayed (para. 0087). 

6. Consider claim 4. Miura et al. teaches a reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said viewpoint detecting means is means for detecting a change in 
viewpoint (paras. 0092-0094). 

7. Consider claim 8. Miura et al. teaches a reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said control means controls the reproducing characteristics of the 
audio data (paras. 0086 and 01 1 8). 

8. Consider claim 9. Miura et al. teaches a reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 8, wherein said control means controls a sound volume level of said audio data on 
the basis of said discrimination result (para. 01 18). 

9. Consider claim 10. Miura et al. teaches a reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 8, wherein said control means changes a frequency band of said audio data on 
the basis of said discrimination result (para. 0118). 

1 0. Consider claim 1 1 . Miura et al. teaches a reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 8, wherein said control means executes emphasis or suppression of a 
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predetermined frequency band of said audio data on the basis of said discrimination 
result (para. 0118). 

1 1 . Consider claim 12. Miura et ai. teaches a reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said control means controls the reproducing characteristics of the 
video data (para. 0118). 

12. Consider claim 13. Miura et al. teaches a reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 12, wherein said control means controls a luminance level of said video data on 
the basis of said discrimination result (para. 01 18). 

13. Consider claim 14. Miura et al. teaches a reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 12, said control means controls resolution of said video data on the basis of said 
discrimination result 9para. 0118). 

14. Claims 15-17 are rejected using similar reasoning as the corresponding claims 
above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

15. Claims 5-7, 18, and 19 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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a. US Pat. No. 6,078,349 

b. US Pat. No. 7,003,139 

c. US Pat. No. 7,171,108 

d. JP Pub. No. 2000-059745 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mishawn N. Dunn whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7635. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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